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purpose and method of the use of that content is the realistic
one.
There follows a truly marvelous analysis of the work of
the school that is to provide for the boy's education from
twelve to twenty-one. For the first year the boy is to receive
the usual training in Latin grammar, together with arith-
metic, geometry, and moral training. Then follows the study
of agriculture through Cato, Columella, Varro ; of physiology,
through Aristotle and Theophrastus; of architecture through
Vitruvius; of natural philosophy through Seneca and Pliny:
of geography through Mela and Solinus; of medicine through
Celsus. This study of the natural and mathematical sciences
is to be supplemented by reading the poets who treated of
cognate subjects. This list included such as Orpheus, Hesiod,
Theocritus, Aratus, Nicander, Oppian, Dionysius, Lucretius,
Manilius, Virgil, and others. Thus the Greek and Latin
languages were to be learned wholly incidentally to the mas-
tery of the consent of the literature. In the following stages,
ethics, economics, politics, history, theology, Church history,
logic, rhetoric, composition, oratory, were to be mastered
through the appropriate authors. In this manner, the politi-
cal orations and treatises, the tragedies, the histories, the
poetry of the Greeks and Romans were given place in this
capacious programme. And not in the Greek and Latin
only, for all of this necessitated the command of Hebrew,
Chaldee, Syriac, and Italian acquired "at any odd hour,"
The prodigious scope of school work which Rabelais sug-
gested in jest or for the race was incorporated by Milton
into the programme of a school.
The first comment that arises is that of the impossibility of
accomplishment, except, as has been suggested, to a college
of Miltons. Beyond this, the plan has the limitation of the
humanistic-realist view; it is an education of information, and
that gained from books; an education in which both informa-
tion and books are overvalued. Yet on the other hand, since if